I3th-i8thj»ly 1751]
glad enough, to .see their new King. July 1,'lth, 1751 ; after wailing above .six years.
Next day, his Majesty gave audience to the new ' Asiatic Shipping Company1 (of which anon), to the Stiimlc, tmd Magisterial persona;—with many questions, I doubt not, about your new embankments, new improvements, piuspeets; there being much procedure that way, in all manner of kinds, since the new Dynasty came in, now six years ago. Embankments on your lliver, wide spaces changed from ooze to meadow; on the Dollart still more, which has lain 500 years hidden from the sun. Does any reader know the Dollart? OMl-Friesland hits awakened to wonderful new industries within these six years; urged and guided by the new King, who has great things in view for it, besides what are in actual progress.
That of dikes, sea-cmbankmentR, for example ; to Ost-I'Yie.sland, as to Holland, they are the first condition of existence; and, in the past times, of extreme Parliamentary vitality, have been slipping a good deal out of repair. Ems Hiver, in those ilat rainy countries, has ploughed-out for itself a very wide embouchure, as boundary between Gro'ningen and ()st-l'Yic,sland. Muddy Kins, bickering with the German Ocean, does not forget to act, if Parliamentary Commissioners do. These dikes, 120 miles of dike, mainly along both banks of this muddy Kins lliver, are now water-tight again, to the comfort of flax and clover: and this is but one item of the diking now on foot. Headers do not know the Dollart, that uppermost round gulf, not far from Embclcn itself, in the waste embouchure of Ems with its continents of mud and tide. Five hundred years ago, that ugly whirl of muddy surf, 100 square miles in area, was a fruitful field, 50 Villages upon it, one Town, several Monasteries and 50,000 souls1- till on Christinas midnight A.D. 1277, the winds and the storm-ruins having got to their height, Ocean and KIIIH did, 'about midnight,1 undermine the place, folded it over like a friable bedquilt or monstrous doomed griddle-